RUSSIAN ENGINEER

He also has a record In France and did his deeds
of derring-do under the name of Bonnot, known as
the " Bandit/' and, after a similar experience with
the French police as he had with their English
counterparts, escaped once again with a companion,
across the border and out of France.

I found all this out in an odd manner. After my
return to Moscow from Siberia I was visited by an
official   of   the   Pravda,  the   official   Communist
organ of the U.S.S.R., who asked me if I would be
so good as to give him a write-up of the wonderful
progress of the " Kuznietskstroy " conditions and the
workers there, etc.   I told him that on no account
would his paper print anything I had to say as
conditions at the " Kuznietskstroy " were anything
but satisfactory and the workers on strike. His face
dropped at this. " I thought maybe you would give
it a boost," he said.  " No/' I answered, " I have
plenty of trouble to tell you if that is any use to
you."  " I am sorry," he said, and departed. Mrs.
Peters had been an interested listener to this con-
versation as well as several Communists who hap-
pened to be present. They all seemed to be rather
astonished when I told them of the state of affairs
in Siberia and Mrs. Peters suggested that it might
help if I went up and had a talk with Peters himself.
She said she would arrange it and I answered that
if they thought anything good would result from
the interview I should be only too pleased to go
and talk to this much-talked-of man.

The interview with the redoubtable Peters was
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